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UNCLAS JAKARTA 867 

DEPT PASS EXIMBANK AND STR 

E.O. 1165: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD PFOR ECIN ASEAN ID 

SUBJ: US-INDONESIAN TRADE RELATIONS: AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON 
TRADE MINISTER PRAWIRO 

REF: JAKARTA 750 

1. LOCAL PRESS CARRIES ANTARA STORY DATELINED JANUARY 
19, REPORTING AMBASSADOR'S MEETING WITH PRAWIRO (REFTEL). 
ACCORDING STORY, PRAWIRO EXPRESSED TO AMBASSADOR GOI'S 
HOPE FOR US UNDERSTANDING OF AND ATTENTION TO INTERESTS 
OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY INDONESIA, WHO 
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SEEK REASONABLE TREATMENT FOR THEIR EXPORTS TO US. 
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2. PRAWIRO EMPHASIZED (ACCORDING ANTARA) INDONESIA'S 
NEED TO INCREASE EXPORTS TO FINANCE MOUNTING FOREIGN 
EXCHANGE COSTS OF DEVELOPMENT. ACCORDINGLY HE HOPED 
INDONESIA'S EXPORTS TO US WOULD BE GIVEN GENERALIZED 
TARIFF PREFERENCES. AMBASSADOR REPORTEDLY EXPLAINED 
THAT US TRADE ACT ANNULS PREFERENCE TREATMENT FOR OIL 
PRODUCING COUNTRIES, BUT ADMINISTRATION CONTACTING CONGRESS 
FOR AMENDMENTS AND IMPROVEMENTS IN NEW TRADE LAW. 

3. PRAWIRO TOLD ANTARA HE HOPED THAT MEETING BETWEEN 
US AND ASEAN NATIONS COULD BE ARRANGED IN NEAR 

FUTURE. SUCH MEETING, HE SAID, MIGHT BE INSTRUMENTAL IN PROMOTING 
TRADE RELATIONS BETWEEN ASEAN AND US. 
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Errors: N/A 
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